
 

 

CUMBERLAND TOWN COUNCIL 

August 5, 2020 

Minutes 

 

The meeting was CALLED TO ORDER and the PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by President Joe 

Siefker. 

ROLL CALL was taken by Clerk Treasurer, Erica Salmon.  Present were Council President Joe Siefker 

(Remote), Vice President Anna Pea (Remote), Council Member Brian Gritter (Remote), Council Member 

Eddie Loud (Remote), and Council Member Breck Terheide (Remote). Also Present; Town Manager April 

Fisher, Police Chief Suzanne Woodland, and Attorney Dan Taylor. Minutes were taken by Deputy Clerk 

Treasurer Allison Gray. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA       

Minutes 07-15-2020 

Claims Register 

 

Motion and Second to approve the Consent Agenda 

 By Gritter and Terheide.  APPROVED 5 – 0. 

 

CITIZENS COMMENTS  

(none) 
 

 

STAFF REPORTS & OTHER NEWS 

 

Suzanne Woodland, Police Chief 

 Officer Vahle is at ILEA. Other officers will be covering his shift as needed. Otherwise, CPD is 

functioning as normal. 

 There may be a need to look into cashing out ATO or carrying over vacation time. 

 Michelle has been working on Crime Reports for the Council. There has been a rise in issues 

involving homeless persons and shoplifting. 

 

April Fisher, Town Manager 

From the desk of the Town Manager     

 Budget – Staff will be completing employee reviews in the coming months so they are done 

before the budget is submitted.     

 COVID-19 – April continues to stay on top of information to ensure we are complying with 

requirements and recommendations for maintaining a safe workplace and facility.  Unfortunately, 

the number of cases seems to be increasing earlier and quicker than we thought they would.        

 Gem South Sale – New Palestine has agreed to pay the IURC fees and Baker Tilley has finalized 

our debt coverage report for SRF.  She also had a remote meeting with the attorneys involved as 

well as New Palestine’s financial advisor. We are hoping to close in 60 days. 

 Utility issue – April has spent a substantial amount of time gathering old documents and emails.    

 Buck Creek Mural – INDOT has given permission to start work.  The project team will have a 

meeting on August 11th to coordinate the schedule. Fundraising efforts so far have produced very 

little in donations. Most organizations have shifted efforts to pandemic relief.   



 

 

 Facilities – We are still working on options for relocating the PD IT closet.  

 Other – April attended Mt. Vernon’s CTS meeting, the Hancock Health virtual town hall, an 

AIM webinar, and the White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs briefing call. 

From the desk of the Assistant Town Manager 

 Building permits continue to come in, though it may be slowing down.  We issued 4 new home 

permits in July and 5 permits for things like decks and fences.  To date we’ve issued 86 permits, 

for comparison our highest number in a year was 90 in 2018. 

 Christine provided IDNR with updated documents for the town’s LWCF grant application. 

 Foursquares – Staff has drafted a Request for Information and the Committee will meet to 

discuss it on August 5th.  

 Legal Notice was prepared and submitted to the newspapers for the upcoming Buck Creek Road 

annexation. 

 Christine continues to work with the Mount Comfort Working Group on implementing the ULI 

report and researching possible target industries for the corridor.  The RFP’s have gone out and 

the MOU between the parties is being drafted.  Artwork for the corridor signs is also underway. 

 Christine attended the CTS meeting on July 14th. 

 The BZA will meet August 3, 2020 to consider a use variance to allow single family residential to 

be a permitted use in the B-1 district. 

 Plan Commission will not meet in August. 

 Redevelopment Commission will not meet this month. 

From the desk of the Exec Assistant/ Coordinator of Special Projects 

 Renee is working with Yorks to replace the hot water heater in the streets and parks building after 

a leak was found. 

 Renee is working with Ninestar to add card readers to the door from the garage to the office in the 

streets and parks building. 

 Renee figured out the donate button for CAST but the Facebook no longer allows it unless the 

501C3 is recognized by Facebook.   

 Renee continues to look at what other towns/cities are doing for concerts to see if we can possibly 

do a BBB 

 Renee continues to monitor cleaning supplies to make sure we have enough to keep town hall 

clean 

 Renee continues to process permits  

From the desk of the Director of Public Works 

Gem Sanitary 

 All operations are within satisfactory levels. 

 Xylem installed 2 new rails in Surge tank at Gem North and installed a temporary flygt 

pump.  We are still waiting for the new pumps from Xylem to be installed.  

 Village green force main break along 600 W.  Kindred excavating made the repair and got it back 

online. 

 John and Katelynn are meeting with Wessler to discuss building a room for the blowers to help 

reduce noise.  

Cumberland Sanitary 

 All operations are within satisfactory levels. 

 Xylem installed 2 new pumps at Arthur Street L.S.  We have Xylem on the schedule to evaluate 

some electrical concerns with the control panel at the Arthur Street L.S. 

 STK Power out to service main generator that was overheating.   

 Maxim Automation replaced bad card in PLC 

 York replaced AC unit at Cumberland 

 Hickory Ct Pump 1 seal fail.  Took back to shop to evaluate.  Waiting to hear back from them. 



 

 

 Ninestar replaced card readers for the gate that had stopped working.   

Streets 

 Street bid was awarded to Calumet Civil Contractors, Inc., they are expected to start work this 

week. 

 Staff is caught up on patching. 

Parks 

 Staff finished cutting and chipping underbrush at the lion’s park house.  

 Staff put back up the swings at National Road Park. 

 Staff has cleared the front and back of the trail fences 

 Staff is continuing work on weeding flower beds  

 Staff is working to catch up on weed eating Town Hall and the Parks. 

 Staff is working on chipping the small amount of brush by the sop driveway. 

Storm Water 

 Katelynn did SWPP facility inspections with Wessler. She met with them again to schedule a 

follow up date for September. 

 Katelynn met with Indianapolis for the annual MS4 NPDES permit agreement. 

 Katelynn met with Wessler to discuss Outfall Locations. 

 Wessler went out to inspect the newer legal drain in town that was part of the last annexation and 

found 11 locations where pipes discharge into Breier Arm/Breier Creek. 

 Kindred is working to fix broken drain covers on Bremerton Drive. 

 Katelynn has been monitoring the following homes under construction for storm water 

compliance: 

o Autumn Woods- 40 

o Cobblefield Estates- 2 

o Grant’s Corner- 11 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

2020 BBB Decision                  Renee Garard, Special Projects 

 

Motion and Second to Cancel the BBBs for the Year 2020 

By Seifker & Gritter, APPROVED 5 – 0. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Introduction of Ordinance 2020-07,    Erica Salmon, Clerk Treasurer 

Additional Appropriations 

 

This Ordinance is for Additional Appropriations, including the following: 

 Building Inspection services 

 Police Department IT services 

 Insurance reimbursement 

 Security Equipment for Police Department 

 Police Overtime 

 Road Resurfacing 

A Public hearing will be scheduled for the next meeting.  

 

 



 

 

COUNCILOR COMMENTS 

 

 Shandy Dearth confirmed that cancelling the BBBs for the rest of 2020 was a good 

recommendation. 

 Vice President Pea asked Ben about the tree that hangs over US40. He indicated that the 

tree is scheduled to be addressed next week. 

 Vice President Pea also asked Ben about landscaping west of town hall. 

 Vice President Pea is concerned about the ordinance for Hancock county that would allow 

homeowners to shoot guns on their property as long as they are 300 feet from other 

residences. Does this affect the trails? This will go back in front of the plan commission in 

September. 

 Joe Siefker wanted to know about a few street lights that were not working. Ben will follow 

up on this. 

 President Siefker stated that he was contacted by the company contracted for curb cuts, 

asking if the town wanted to keep the same style. He is thankful that someone took the time 

to reach out. 

 Councilors Loud and Gritter thank the staff for looking out for the best interests of the 

town.  

 Anna Pea asked about the status of the building next to the post office. Christine says there 

are currently some issues with drainage holding things up. 

  

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

 Public Hearing for Annexation of 1639 N Buck Creek Road 

 Public Hearing for Additional Appropriations 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

 

The Town of Cumberland acknowledges its responsibility to comply with the Americans with Disabilities 

Act of 1990.  In order to assist individuals with disabilities who require special services (i.e. sign 

interpretive services, alternative audio/visual devices, and amanuenses) for participation in or access to 

Town sponsored public programs, services, and/or meetings, the Town requests that individuals make 

requests for these services at least forty-eight (48) hours ahead of the scheduled program, service, and/or 

meeting.  To make arrangements please contact Christine Owens, Director of Planning & Development 

at (317) 894-6202 or planner@town-cumberland.com. 

mailto:planner@town-cumberland.com

	From the desk of the Town Manager

